Going to Mill by Swisher, Jacob A
Masthead Logo The Palimpsest
Volume 42 | Number 1 Article 5
1-1-1961
Going to Mill
Jacob A. Swisher
Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.uiowa.edu/palimpsest
Part of the United States History Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the State Historical Society of Iowa at Iowa Research Online. It has been accepted for
inclusion in The Palimpsest by an authorized administrator of Iowa Research Online. For more information, please contact lib-ir@uiowa.edu.
Recommended Citation
Swisher, Jacob A. "Going to Mill." The Palimpsest 42 (1961), 18-22.
Available at: https://ir.uiowa.edu/palimpsest/vol42/iss1/5
22 THE PALIMPSEST
He envisioned a trip to Fort Dodge as a hazard­
ous undertaking, and so it was. Again and again 
the pioneer salesmen, with their wagon and flour 
were “stuck in a slough” and had to be pulled out 
by oxen. Finally, when they arrived at W ebster 
City, they were told that a slough just ahead was 
called “Little H ell,” and one farther on was 
known as “Big H ell,” so they abandoned the trip 
to Fort Dodge, and sold their flour at W ebster 
City for $8.75 per hundred. Financially the trip 
was successful, but the experience proved that 
taking flour to the pioneers was quite as difficult 
and hazardous as taking the grain to the mill for 
grinding.
